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is this day come to Alexandria: but this excellent emperor will soon end
his life by a natural death." Some days after their leaving him to return
home, they were informed he had departed this life. Having been favoured
by a foresight of his death, he would see nobody for the last three days.
At the end of this term he sweetly expired, being on his knees at prayer,
towards the close of the year 394 or the beginning of 395. It might
probably be on the i yth of October, on which day the Copths, or Egyptian
Christians, keep his festival: the Roman and other Latin Martyrologies
mark it on the 2 7th of March.

The solitude which the Holy Ghost recommends, and which the
saints embraced, resembled that of Jesus Christ, being founded in the
same motive or principle, and having the same exercises and employments,
and the same end. Christ was conducted by the Holy Ghost into the
desert, and he there spent his time in prayer and fasting. Woe to those
whom humour or passion lead into solitude, or who consecrate it not to
God by mortification, sighs of penance, and hymns of divine praise. To
those who thus sanctify their desert or cell, it will be an anticipated
paradise, an abyss of spiritual advantages and comforts, known only to
such as have enjoyed them.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 27 :

Sx JOHN DAMASCENE, Doctor of the Church: ST JOHN OF EGYPT, hermit: ST RUPERT
(or Robert ?), Bishop of Saltzbourg, a Frenchman of royal blood, illustrious for extraordinary
virtues. He excelled in mortification from his youth, and suffered greatly for the faith while
Bishop of Worms, his first_see. He died happily on Easter Day.

MARCH 28
PRISCUS, MALCHUS, AND ALEXANDER, MARTYRS

(A.D. 260)

[From Eus. Hist. b. vii. c. 12, p. 262.]

THESE eminent Christians, Priscus, Malchus, and Alexander, led a retired
holy life in the country near Caesarea, in Palestine. During the fury of
the persecution under Valerian, they often called to mind the triumphs of
the martyrs, and secretly reproached themselves with cowardice, as living
like soldiers who passed their time in softness and ease whilst their brethren
and fellow-warriors bore all the heat of the battle, They could not long
smother these warm sentiments in their breast; but expressed them to one
another. " What," said they, " whilst the secure gate of heaven is open,
shall we shut it against ourselves? Shall we be so faint-hearted as not
to suffer for the name of Christ, who died for us? Our brethren invite
us by their example; their blood is a loud voice, which presses us to
tread in their steps. Shall we be deaf to a cry calling us to the combat,